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WILLIAM T. DAHMS, M.D. CLINICAL RESEARCH UNIT 
The William T. Dahms, M.D. Clinical Research Unit (DCRU) is an institutional resource for multidisciplinary human research.  The purpose of the DCRU is to provide specialized facilities for clinical research into the cause, prevention, control and cure of human disease. The Unit is jointly funded by a grant from the National Institutes of Health, the University Hospitals Case Medical Center and user fees.
The resources of the DCRU include: facilities and nursing staff for inpatient admissions and outpatient visits; two rooms for monitored sleep studies; a bionutritionist and metabolic research kitchen, and a laboratory for sample processing and research assays.  Both Investigator-initiated and Industry-initiated projects may utilize the resources.  Fees for the use of the facilities and staff are applied based upon the sponsor and services needed.
Protocol submission to the IRB must indicate on the New Project checklist that the use of the DCRU is intended.  The protocol should also address how the resources of the DCRU will contribute to the conduct of the project.  When the principal investigator of a protocol is not a staff member of UHCMC or a faculty member of Case, a responsible co-investigator or sponsor who is a member of the Case faculty or professional staff at UHCMC must be identified.

The application to utilize the resources of the DCRU consists of the submission of the following documents to the DCRU administrative office simultaneously with the IRB submission:

1) The complete IRB protocol submission (including the checklist, sponsor’s protocol and investigator’s brochure) 

2) The DCRU Resources Request Form

3) The DCRU Data and Safety Monitoring Plan Form

The DCRU forms are available on our web site at http://dcru.case.edu/crus/cru_dahms.html
The protocol is reviewed by the DCRU Protocol Review Committee to ensure that all studies are of the highest scientific quality and DCRU resources are allocated accordingly.  All projects must be fully IRB approved prior to subjects being seen on the DCRU.  IRB approval does not automatically authorize use of the DCRU resources.

Applications to use the DCRU should be sent, or delivered to, the DCRU Administrator, Horvitz Tower room 7311, Mail Stop 5041.  The electronic copies of the documents may be e-mailed to dahmscru@uhhospitals.org.  Questions may be directed to the DCRU office at 216-844-4902.
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